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1st Wednesday 7pm Ramblers meet at Bell Street car 
park 

…..22 

2nd Thursday 7.30pm XPECT, Methodist Church (Rev 
Peter Catford) 

 

3rd Friday  Lynden School of Dance Open 
Day, Gill Nethercott Centre 

…..11 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5 TRINITY 14 
 Tufton 8.45am Sung Communion   
 All Hallows 10am Parish Communion  
 Methodist 10.30am Morning service: Peter Castle  
5th Sunday 3pm Churches Together Service, Silk 

Mill 
 

5th Sunday  Cats Protection Open Afternoon, 
103 Micheldever Road 

…..17 

7th Tuesday 7.30pm History Society Meeting, Gill 
Nethercott Centre 

…..16 

7th Tuesday  Whitchurch FC Reserves v 
Hayling Utd 

…..21 

8th Wednesday 7pm Ramblers meet at Bell Street car 
park 

…..22 

9th Thursday 10am Townswomen’s Guild Meeting, 
Parish Hall 

…..16 

11th Saturday  Space Hop Challenge – last day, 
Library 

…….8 

11th 
 

Saturday  Ride and Stride, Hampshire & The 
Islands Historic Churches Trust 

…..22 

11th Saturday 10am–4pm Mind, Body  ’n Soul, Gill 
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12noon 

Twinning Association Coffee 
Morning/ Bring and Buy, 63 
Micheldever Road 

…..18 

11th Saturday 7.30 for 8pm Film Night, Gill Nethercott Centre ..…10 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 12 TRINITY 15 

 All Hallows  8am Holy Communion  
 All Hallows 10am Parish Communion  
 Methodist 10.30am Morning service: Christine Thoms  
 All Hallows 6pm Evening Prayer  
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WHITCHURCH IN SEPTEMBER (Continued) . . .  
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15th Wednesday 7pm Ramblers meet at Bell Street car 
park 

…..22 
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…..17 

18th Saturday  Whitchurch FC Firsts v Amesbury …..21 
18th Saturday  Whitchurch FC Sportsman’s 

Dinner 
…..19 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 19 TRINITY 16 
 Tufton 8.45am Sung Communion  
 All Hallows 10am Parish Communion  
 Methodist 10.30am Harvest Festival – A Festival of 

Talents, Methodist Church (Rev 
Peter Catford) 

 

 All Hallows 6pm Evening Prayer  
19th Sunday  Memory Walk, Twyford Parish Hall ……4 
21st Tuesday  Whitchurch FC Reserves v Sholing …..21 
22nd Wednesday 7.30pm BCS Open Evening, Vyne School, 

Basingstoke 
…..14 

22nd Wednesday 8pm Whitchurch Ramblers AGM, Town 
Hall 

…..22 

23rd Thursday 8pm Whitchurch GreenAware Meeting, 
White Hart 

…..21 

25th Saturday  Cats Protection stall in Andover 
market 

..…17 

25th Saturday  Whitchurch FC Reserves v 
Christchurch 

…..21 

25th Saturday 8.30–11.30pm Cocktails and Canapés, Parish 
Hall 

…..21 
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WHITCHURCH IN SEPTEMBER (Continued) . . . 
 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 26 HARVEST THANKSGIVING 

 All Hallows 8am Holy Communion  
 All Hallows 10am Harvest  Thanksgiving/ Praise 

Communion 
 

 Methodist 10.30am Morning Service: Will Fletcher  
 All Hallows 6pm Choral Evensong Celebrating  

75th Birthday of Church Organ 
 

26th Sunday 3pm ‘Messy Church’, Methodist 
Church (Deacon Shirley 
Mackintosh) 

 

28th Tuesday  Whitchurch FC Reserves v 
Romsey 

…..21 

30th Thursday 6.30–8.30pm Open Evening, Testbourne 
School 

…….7 

IN EARLY OCTOBER: 
2nd Saturday 7.30pm Entertainment/ Fundraising 

Evening, Gill Nethercott Centre 
 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 3  TRINITY 18 
 Tufton 8.45am Sung Communion  
 All Hallows 10am Parish Communion  
 Methodist 10.30am Morning Service:   
 All Hallows 6pm Evening Prayer  
3rd Sunday  Harvest Festival, Litchfield  

 

  
Memory Walk, September 19 
Memory Walk is the Alzheimer’s Society flagship fundraising event and this year 
takes place on Sunday September 19 starting at Twyford Parish Hall. There are 
four walks varying in length – 2, 3, 6 or 12 miles. The shorter walks are circular 
and take in lovely countryside; the 12 mile walk starts with a ride in a vintage King 
Alfred bus to Timsbury and you walk back to Twyford.  The walks are ideal for 
families, and children will receive a goody bag. A homemade tea will await 
walkers on their return. Advance registration is recommended. For further 
information or for a registration pack please call 01962 865585, email 
winchester@alzheimers.org.uk or visit the website 
www.memorywalk.org.uk/winchester. 
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WEEKLY PUBLIC EVENTS  

Sundays 9am Roman Catholic Mass, St John Fisher 
 10.30am Morning service, Baptist Church 
Mondays – 
Thursdays 

8am Morning prayer, All Hallows 

Mondays – 
Saturdays 

6pm Evening prayer, All Hallows 

Mondays 9.30–11.30am Testbourne Teapot drop-in morning with toys 
& activities, Testbourne Centre 

2nd & 4th 2pm Silver Threads, Parish Hall 
 7.30pm Bellringers’ practice, All Hallows bell tower 
 7.30pm Town Council meetings: 1st Monday: Full 

council; 2nd & 4th: Development; 3rd: 
Leisure & Resources 

 7-10pm Duplicate Bridge, Gill Nethercott Centre 
 8.35pm Casual badminton, Testbourne (bookable) 
Tuesdays 2.30–4pm Ladies Fellowship, Baptist Church 
 7.30-10pm Youth group (ages 14-19) Youth Suite, 

Testbourne Centre 
Wednesdays 9.30am Holy Communion, All Hallows  
 10am–12noon Coffee morning, Baptist Church hall 
 10-11.30am Toy Library, Methodist Hall (term time) 
 6pm Casual badminton, Testbourne (bookable) 
 7.30pm Choir practice, All Hallows 
 7.30pm 'Singing for Fun' rehearsals, Methodist 

Church Hall 
Thursdays 10am–12noon Coffee morning, Methodist Cottage 
 9.30-11.30am Tea and Tots, All Hallows Church Room 
 2.30pm Ladies Fellowship, Methodist Church 
2nd and 4th 7.30pm Hi Tech Bingo, Parish Hall 
Fridays 9.30am Prayer time, Methodist Prayer Room 
 10am Whitchurch Country Market, Gill Nethercott 

Community Centre 
 10am Market in the Parish Hall 
 10am–12noon Parent & Toddler Group, Baptist Church 
 7.30 – 10pm 'Chill 2 This' youth group, Gill Nethercott 

Community Centre 
Saturdays 10am–12noon Coffee morning, Methodist Cottage 
 9.30-11.30am Casual badminton, Testbourne (bookable) 

 
� � � �

Overton U3A 
The next meeting of the University of the Third Age is on Wednesday September 
15 at 10am in St Mary’s Hall, Overton, when Norman Hughes will be speaking 
about ‘Bees & Beekeeping’. 
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THE VICAR'S LETTER  

The biggest musical instrument in Whitchurch is 75 years old. 
 
The organ was installed at All Hallows Church in 1935 and through three-quarters 
of a century it has enhanced our worship beyond measure. A conservative 
estimate would suggest that not less than 20,000 hymns have been sung to the 
accompaniment of the organ in that period. It has played an important role in 
countless significant events in the life of the local community. Under the hands 
(and feet) of a succession of skilled organists, the organ has been a source of rich 
and varied sound, inspiring Christian people in their praises. 
 
The parochial church council carries the responsibility of caring for this valuable 
instrument and it (or should that be she) requires regular maintenance and tuning. 
The costs are notable but the rewards even more so. 
 

Why Sing Hymns? 
I suppose it is reasonable to ask why we keep singing hymns; why produce all 
those words and melodies to resound through the church and disappear into the 
roof space? 

 
Paul tells us ‘with gratitude in your hearts, 
[to] sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 
to God’ (Colossians 3), but I don’t think we 
do this just to follow orders. In my view, the 
answer lies in a deep human need to use 
our bodies and the amazing things we can 
do with them, to give thanks to the God who 
creates us.  
 
Worshippers dance (not an Anglican 

strength), sing and play musical instruments to express their joy in creation and 
their praise of God. In doing this they find themselves constantly being shaped 
into a people who have, as Paul says, gratitude in their hearts. Wholeness of life 
comes in knowing ourselves as the undeserving receivers of blessings, freed from 
resentment and jealousy.  
 

Celebrate With Choral Evensong 
A service of Choral Evensong at 6pm on Sunday September 26 will mark this 
anniversary and give an opportunity for all to praise God in the playing of the 
merry organ and the sweet singing of the choir. 

-- Kelvin Inglis 
� � �  

 
�
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

 
New Term, New Faces, New Facelift 
The start of a new school year is always an exciting time and we are looking 
forward to the opportunities and challenges ahead as well as to welcoming our 
new group of Year Seven pupils to Testbourne. 

We will also be welcoming  a number of members of staff, including three new 
teachers: Isobel Beards in Art, Rachael Henderson in Modern Languages and 
Sally Hunt in Maths. 

We are pleased to be returning to some newly and smartly refurbished areas 
of the school. The complete external redecoration, although delayed by overdue 
delivery of cladding materials, is close to completion as I write and the Sports Hall 
too has been repainted for the first time anyone can remember! The works have 
given a real uplift for school and community use alike. 
 
Winning Ways 
We had some excellent news during the summer holiday when we heard that our  
team had won the Global Citizenship award for their film ‘Dansez What You Can’t 
Sez’ at the world finals of the Panasonic Kid Witness News competition in Japan. 
Our team representatives had a wonderful time and were worthy ambassadors 
both for Testbourne and our local area. 

In addition we have had confirmation that we have been awarded the national  
ICTmark in recognition of the outstanding ICT provision in the school, to 
complement our existing Artsmark Gold and Sportsmark awards. 
 
Dates For Your Diary 
We extend a warm welcome to our annual Open Evening on Thursday 
September 30, from 6.30 to 8.30pm, and to our Open Mornings the following 
week. If you would like to join one of our morning tours then please contact our 
Reception on 892061 to book a time. You can also ask for a copy of our new 
prospectus which will be ready this month.  

Our next major production, The Little Shop of Horrors, will be showing for four 
nights from Tuesday October 19 to Friday October  22. Tickets will be on sale in 
the new term. 

We look forward  to seeing some of you at these events and to letting you 
have more news about Testbourne as the year unfolds. 

-- Hilary Jackson, Headteacher 
� � � �

�

 

 
�
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NEWS FROM WHITCHURCH LIBRARY  

 

 
 

Hop To It 
At the time of writing, the number of children signed up to the Space Hop reading 
challenge is 159, on a par with last year. However, we are very keen to improve 
on last year’s number of children completing the challenge of reading and 
returning six library books and there is still time to bring your books back to the 
library and collect a sticker for each book. Please don’t bring all six in one visit 
(maximum of three Space Hop books at a time). The last day is Saturday 
September 11 . 

This year we are presenting each child with their Space Hop medal as soon as 
the sixth book is brought back, which has been received as a popular change 
from waiting for the Medal Ceremony as in previous years.  
 
Check Out Our New Stock 
We continue to receive new stock into the library on a regular basis. This is 
usually displayed ‘face out’ on the shelves. You can check on the library website 
to find out what new stock has arrived over the last two months by visiting 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/library; click on Library Catalogue and select ‘What’s 
New’ from the list on the left-hand side of page. 
  
Free Bookstart Plus 
It’s never too soon to introduce children to the wonderful world of books and 
children aged 18–30 months can receive a free Bookstart Plus pack, distributed 
via libraries. The packs consist of a brightly coloured nylon book bag and inside 
are lots of lovely treats – two books, crayons, colouring book, book plates, 
number frieze, booklets and leaflets for parents and carers. Please ask at the 
counter. 

-- Wendy Sperry, Supervisor 
� � � �

 
Silk Mill Service 
Everyone is invited to the lovely Churches Together annual open-air service being 
held on Sunday September 5 at 3pm at the Silk Mill, when the Salvation Army 
Band will be playing. The Silk Mill is kindly providing tea and biscuits after the 
service for a nominal £2 per head, which will help support the Mill too. You are 
advised to take your own chairs or picnic blankets to sit on. If the weather is 
unkind, the service will be in the Methodist Church instead. 
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NEWS FROM WHITCHURCH ARTS 

 
 
 
 
 

Whitchurch Arts AGM 
The Annual General Meeting of Whitchurch Arts will take place on Wednesday 
September 15 at 7:43pm (please arrive early, say 7:23pm, to mingle) at the White 
Hart. The agenda will be posted on the website at http://WhitchurchArts.org.uk. 
 
Poems and Bollards  
You may have read the poem by Rob Mason on the bollard in front of the Co-op 
by now, and perhaps seen his poem on a display board elsewhere in town. At 
Whitchurch Arts’ July meeting, Rob read his original poem that was based on an 
old Hampshire folk tale, ‘Wherwell Cockatrice’.  

Many Whitchurch Arts members joined other locals in the White Hart on July 
29 to celebrate the official launch of the SEEDA funded art project, Whitchurch 
Bollards (‘which is more than just about painting some black road thingies’). The 
project designer, and Whitchurch Arts member, John Buckley started the 
festivities off with a walk-about to visit all the decorated bollards around town, 
many of which have been painted by fellow Whitchurch Arts member Steve Miller. 
Landlords of the White Hart, Julie and Andy, ‘wetted the head’ of the two bollards 
in front of their main entrance, sponsored by Arkells.  

Have you figured out the Whitchurch connection for the fairy bollard that is 
looking over at the White Hart from afar? 

� � �  
 

Baptist Church  
Apologies for the error in the August edition of the magazine – please note the 
Baptist Church does not hold an evening service but there is one every Sunday 
morning at 10.30. 
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NEWS FROM THE GILL NETHERCOTT CENTRE 

Evening of Entertainment and Fun 
On Saturday October 2 at the Gill Nethercott Centre, David Eves – supported by 
local band The Royal Males – will play covers from the 60s onwards. David, on 
vocals and guitar, is raising funds for his expedition to India and the Himalaya 
where he will work on a ‘build a school’ project and spend time trekking. The 
evening starts at 7.30pm. As well as entertainment, a ploughman's supper will be 
provided. Tickets are £7.50 and available from Sheena Eves on 01264 335406.  
 
Film Night – Shutter Island 
Whitchurch Films will be showing Shutter Island (Certificate 15) at the Gill 
Nethercott Centre on Saturday September 11. Doors open 7.30 for 8pm start. 
Tickets are £5 in advance or £5.50 on the door. Contact Sarah Castle for details 
and to book on 896270. About the film: ‘When US Marshal Teddy Daniels arrives 
at Shutter Island,  the island for the criminally insane, what starts as a routine 
investigation quickly takes a sinister turn. As the investigation unfolds and Teddy 
discovers more shocking and terrifying truths about the island, he discovers there 
are some places that never let you go.’ 
 
Forest Forge Theatre Presents ‘For the Record’  
‘Inspired by Desert Island Discs this play is about contrasting melodies, conflicting 
memories and our instinct to create a soundtrack for our lives … and what 
happens when the needle gets stuck in the groove ....’  ‘For the Record’ takes 
place on Tuesday October 19, 7.30 for 8pm start. Tickets cost £7.50 for adults or 
£6 for concessions; contact Sarah Castle for tickets on 896270 
 
Mind, Body ’n Soul  
The Gill Nethercott Centre, in conjunction with Creative Conundrums, invites you 
to indulge your Mind, Body ’n Soul. Be inspired by the many complementary 
therapies, workshops and luxurious products on sale and enjoy feel good food 
from the Soul Food Cafe. The event takes place on Saturday September 11, 
10am–4pm. Tickets cost £3 in advance or £4 on the day and entitle you to 
participate in two workshops of your choice and enjoy free tasters. Workshops on 
offer are:  

· Yoga 
· Fun Fitness 
· Virgin Vie makeover demonstration 
· Name That Feeling and Feel Good 
· Explore Your Inner Creativity 

 
There will also be two guided ‘Walking For Health’ walks leaving the Centre on 

the day, including a short walk of only 30 minutes leaving at approximately 
11.15am.   

For more information on timings of workshops, to secure your place and to 
purchase tickets please contact Sarah Castle on 896270.  
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NEWS FROM THE GILL NETHERCOTT CENTRE CONTINUED… 
 
Lynden School of Dance – New Classes and Open Day 
Dance classes in ballet, tap and modern/jazz start this month at the Gill 
Nethercott Centre. These classes are for students who want a serious grounding 
in dance, with a focus on external examinations, tests, competitions and 
performing on stage. Older students will be able to progress further with our 
graded classes. Classes, for boys and girls, commence on Friday September 10: 

· 4 –4.45pm   Pre-School Dance (ages 2½–5 years) 
· 4.45–6.15pm  Ballet, Tap & Modern/Jazz (ages 6–10 years) 

An open day is being held on Friday September 3 which will show potential 
new students what the Lynden School can achieve. All are welcome but it would 
be helpful if you register your interest in advance via the contact page on the 
website. For further information please contact Debbie Palmer on 01635 297537 
or visit the website www.lyndendance.co.uk. 
 
Argentine Tango  
A new programme of classes for beginners to advanced starts at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday September 15. No dance experience necessary. For details call 
Tango South 01420 479550, email dance@tangosouth.co.uk or visit the website 
www.tangosouth.co.uk. 
 
Pilates  
Pilates classes will be held on Thursdays mornings, 9.30–10.30, starting 
September 9.  All abilities welcome. To book please contact Clare Bates, Pilates 
Unlimited, on 07971 287229. 
 
Fun Fitness Circuits  
A class targeting general fitness, fat loss and muscle tone in a fun, relaxed and 
upbeat environment starts on Friday September 17 at 1.30pm. Suitable for all 
abilities so you can choose how hard you work. The course lasts six weeks and 
costs £24. Please contact Sarah Castle on 896270 to book your space.  
 
Thanks from the Whitchurch Association  
Thank you to our ‘Friends’ who commit so much time and energy to helping. Their 
enthusiastic and never-ending helpful attitudes are much appreciated. Particular 
thanks to Phil Tayler who has made two A frames to advertise our events – much 
better than anything off the internet! Thanks also to our amazing communication 
team – Mike Stead, Andrew Reeves-Hall and John Buckley – who never fail to 
come up with innovative and very workable ideas. Finally a big thank you to those 
who help at our events, whether it’s serving refreshments or just stacking chairs. 
A huge thank you to you all.  

-- Sarah Castle, Community Centre Manager  
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Courses for September  
Why not try something new this autumn? Enrolment is required on the following 
courses as numbers are limited.  Please call the Community Office on 892261 to 
book a place. 
· MiDas Minibus Training  

Tuesday November 2, 6.30–8.30pm. Cost: HCC Schools £50 per person, 
other organisations £60 per person. 

· Art Class – The Art of Expression. 
Starting Wednesday September 29, 7–9pm for eight weeks. Cost: £75, 
including materials. Each class will be a mixture of practical exercises using a 
variety of materials and discussions on a variety of topics. 

· Climbing Course   
Three-week course to learn how to climb safely. Mondays in October – 4th, 
11th and 18th, 8.30–10pm. Cost: £24.  Climbing equipment provided.   

· Upholstery Classes  
These are to be confirmed but the plan is to hold a 10-week course, starting 
Monday October 4 (7–9pm) and Thursday October 7 (7–9pm).  Cost: £70. 

· Pilates Classes 
10-week courses (excluding half term week). Cost: £57.80 
Mondays: 1.30–2.30pm (starts September 20) 
Thursdays: 6.30–7.30pm and 7.45–8.45pm (starts September 23)  

· Reflexology Workshop 
Saturday in October (date to be confirmed), 10am–1pm. Try out techniques, 
methods and theories. Cost: £13.50. 

-- Paul Bushell 
� � � �

 
Counsel and Care for the Elderly and Carers  
Do you know of an elderly person who needs extra help and support? Perhaps a 
relative, someone you care for, or simply a good friend you watch out for? Or 
perhaps you yourself need advice or information to help you make decisions 
about support you may need in later life. Counsel and Care is a national charity 
working with older people, their families and carers to get the best care and 
support. Established in 1954, their advice line offers expert advice to all who need 
it at the cost of a local rate call. Call 0845 300 7585 to book a telephone 
appointment and speak to a friendly and expert adviser, or visit their website at 
www.counselandcare.org.uk to view over 60 factsheets and guides and find out 
more about the advice service. 
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NEWS FROM WHITCHURCH YOUTH PROJECT 

Fund Raising at Charity Shop 
The Youth Project has the Charity Shop booked for a fortnight, October 8–21. If 
you have any books, clothes or bric-a-brac that you would like to donate, or if you 
are able to give any time to help in the shop, please contact Denyse Coles on 
893010. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
As children move through the school years their parents are often involved in 
helping with a range of activities and different clubs. We are always looking for 
new volunteers to help – particularly with the junior club. Please contact John 
Wiltshire on 07769 900613 if you would like to be involved. The commitment can 
be as little as one evening a half term or accompanying a day trip. 
 
Activities  
· After the Summer Streetz events, Chill2this, the Friday youth club at the Gill 

Nethercott Centre, is back in September. On Friday September 17 we 
celebrate the Youth Project’s 6th birthday with a party.  

· The Bench – for 14 years and over – continues to meet at the Parish Hall 
from 7.30–10.30pm on Fridays. 

· On Saturday September 25 the Teen Fitness event is Pyramids. Please 
contact John Wiltshire on 07769 900613 if you are interested in taking part. 

· This month also sees youth club members involved in creating the design for 
a bollard to join the growing number of decorative bollards around the town. 

-- Denyse Coles 
� � �  

�
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NEWS FROM THE SILK MILL  

Exhibitions 
Our wonderful hat exhibition, 'Bon Chapeau', continues. You can see hats from 
the film Bright Star, copies of Dumbledore's hat from the Harry Potter films, a 
copy of a hat worn in the film Duchess and hats incorporating the Mill's silk. Jane 
Smith, who makes the hats, is a well established hatter who teaches at Morley 
College in London. Whilst setting up the exhibition she was busy making hats for 
Covent Garden.  

From Tuesday October 5 the next exhibition will be 'Flower Fiesta', revealing 
the craft of making silk flowers using traditional Victorian moulds and tools. This 
exhibition is brought to the Mill courtesy of the Shirley Leaf and Petal Company 
based in Hastings who work for couturiers across the world. 

 
A Summer Evening with Friends 
The Friends of Whitchurch Silk Mill are holding 'A Summer Evening at the Silk 
Mill' concert on Sunday September 12 in the Silk Mill tearoom. The Grainger 
String Quartet from the Bournemouth and Poole area will be performing a wide 
range of classical and light music, to include Borodin's Nocturne from string 
quartet no. 2 in D, Mozart's string quartet no. 18 in A major K464 and Frank 
Bridge's Idyll. The second half will include Moon River by Mancini and Cavellera 
Rusticana Intermezzo by Mascagni – and much more. Doors open at 6pm and 
the concert will take place from 6.30 to 8.30pm. The event is being funded by a 
generous donor who wants to help raise funds for the Friends by offering free 
tickets but asking for donations instead. If you would like to come please contact 
the Silk Mill on 892065.  
 
Projects in Progress 
Currently we are weaving fabrics for a church and scarves for a London outlet. 
 
Thank You 
We are most grateful for local support which has enabled us to provide bike 
racks, a baby changing table and an extra table in our tearoom. 
 

--Stephen Bryer, General Manager 
  

� � �  
 
Basingstoke Choral Society  
BCS are holding an open evening for people who would like to try out choral 
singing. The evening starts at 7.30pm on Wednesday September 22 at the Vyne 
School, Basingstoke, and is free. Refreshments will be provided. The only 
qualification required is to be able to sing in tune, the rest they can help you 
with! Led by David Gibson, Director of Music, they will sing some familiar choral 
works just for fun  Please call Penny on 01256 352116 or Jean on 01256 461402 
to book a place. 



15 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR WHITCHURCH  
Below are planning application registrations and decisions taken between July 17 
and August 13. Unless otherwise stated, locations are in the parish of Whitchurch, 
applications are for full planning permission and the date shown is the registration 
date. 
Registrations: 
BDB/72983 12/08/2010 Harroway House, The Harrow Way: Construction of 
underground garden room adjacent to main house  
BDB/72930 10/08/2010 33 Hillside: Erection of a part two storey, part first floor 
side extension  
BDB/72984 09/08/2010 Larksborough Farm, Larks Barrow Hill: Erection of triple 
car port following demolition of existing garage  
Decisions: 
BDB/72780 30/06/2010 85 Micheldever Road:  Erection of a single storey rear 
extension to outbuilding, new pitched roof to replace existing and external 
alterations. Granted  
BDB/72654 10/06/2010 14 Cherry Orchard: Erection of single storey rear 
extension with 2 roof lights. Granted  
BDB/72611 26/05/2010 22 Bere Hill: Erection of part two storey and part single 
storey side extension and front porch. Granted  
BDB/72549  17/05/2010 The Railway Inn, Station Road: Construction of 
temporary 49 space car park with associated works (retrospective). Granted 

Source: www.basingstoke.gov.uk 
� � � �

 
Mityana 2010  
This year 14 Testbourne School students, two members of staff and 14 others 
from across the Deanery will be going to Mityana. Again this year they will be 
taking carpentry tools, mobile phones, laptops, reading glasses, jewellery, men's 
ties, ladies scarves, wool, material, and ‘bits and bobs’ to sew onto material. If 
you are able to donate any of these items please contact Dodie Marsden on 
01264 738211 and she will arrange collection. All items need to be in by Friday 
October 8. 

Last year's very successful visit raised £400 from the sale of the phones to go 
to the extremely rural places around the Mityana diocese. The tools and materials 
were used with the Afinnet boys and girls for their training in carpentry and sewing 
skills. Dodie says, ‘They (and we) are amazed at how all that we take goes so far. 
Thank you very, very much for your support and help.’ 

There is a team available to visit and tell committees, villages, churches and 
benefices all that is going on in Mityana. Please contact Dodie if you would like to 
arrange a visit. 

 
August Parish Magazine Cover 
Last month’s cover showed the River Test from the garden at The Lawn. 
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Harvest at All Hallows  
A service of holy communion for people of all ages will be held at All Hallows on 
Sunday September 26 at 10am. The service will be accompanied by music from 
both the organ and the worship band One Accord. Harvest gifts will be received at 
that service or can be left in the church over the course of the next day or so and 
these will be delivered to Andover Crisis and Support Centre. The Centre is 
grateful for tinned food or toiletries with the needs of young families in mind. 

 
Whitchurch Women's Institute  
Although the summer is nearing the end, Whitchurch Women's Institute still has 
plenty to look forward to and will celebrate its first anniversary at the meeting on 
Thursday September 16 when Sara Shrapnell has been invited along to show 
members and guests the techniques of belly dancing. Belly dancing provides a 
fun, low-impact workout, developing balance and grace and, amongst other 
things, improving flexibility. Non-members are very welcome (and no one has to 
join in unless they want to!) 

The Women's Institute meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month 
at 7.45pm at the Gill Nethercott Centre. Females of all ages are welcome. 

The WI is keen to hear from local businesses or individuals who have an 
interesting topic to show or talk to members about. Please call President Beverly 
Vaughan on 896591 for further information. 

 
Whitchurch History Society  
The History Society’s next meeting is on Tuesday September 7 at 7.30pm in the 
Gill Nethercott Centre. The talk by Martin Smith will be on ‘Whitchurch and 
Overton: their Comparative Histories’ (a change to what was previously planned). 
 
Whitchurch Townswomen's Guild 
The next Guild meeting will be held at the Parish Hall on Thursday September 9 
at 10am. The speaker this month is Dr G. Cleary whose talk is entitled ‘An insight 
into Chiropractic and how it helps with discomfort’. Visitors are very welcome to 
join the members for this talk for a charge of £2. 

 
 



17 

AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED… 
 
Cats Protection Events, Hints and Tips, and Cats of  the Month  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday September 5 Cats Protection will hold an open afternoon at 103 
Micheldever Road. On Saturday September 18 there will be a jumble sale in 
Bridge Street Methodist Church, Andover and on the following Saturday 
September 25 they will have a stall at Andover market. 

In these cash-strapped times there are fears that animals could be suffering 
as households tighten their purse strings so Cats Protection would like to offer a 
few hints: 
· Take out pet insurance: this will help to manage unwanted costs and could 

save hundreds of pounds in the long run. 
· Keep jabs up to date and regularly treat for fleas and worms; not doing so 

could prove a false economy when your cat’s health suffers. 
· Get your cat neutered: it reduces the risk of cats fighting, roaming and 

passing on disease through bites, saliva and other contact. If you receive 
benefit or are on a low income Cats Protection can help with this. 

· Take some time to look at your cat's environment from a cat's perspective to 
reduce the risk of stress-related diseases, for example: separate food and 
water bowls to encourage him to drink more; put a litter tray in a quiet private 
location (away from food and water) which your cat can access with ease; 
make sure he has somewhere to hide when he's feeling anxious and where 
he can rest without being disturbed or overlooked, particularly by other cats.  

 
Cats of the month are Smudge and 

Tabby who are a year old. They both came 
into care with kittens which they brought up 
together. The kittens have found homes and 
now Smudge and Tabby are hoping that 
someone will choose them. Daisy, the cat 
featured last month, has settled well into a 
new home. 

 
 
 
 

Enquiries: call 892019 or visit www.andovercats.org.uk 
Stories of rescued cat: email cats.first@virgin.net 
Fund-raising/volunteers: email cats.first@virgin.net 
Items for resale: call 892773 
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED… 
 
Testbourne Parishes Twinning Association 
The Twinning Association held a cream tea event in the gardens of Peter and 
Pauline Rutter in August to raise funds for their 2011 visit to France. Their next 
event will be a Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy to be held at 63 Micheldever 
Road on Saturday September 11 from 10.30am to 12noon. Everyone welcome. 

Next year’s French visit will take place from April 29 to May 4. If you are 
interested in joining them or for more information contact the Chairman, Pauline 
Rutter, on 892803 or the Secretary, Peggy Carter, on 01962 760590. 
 
Creative Conundrums – New Workshops 
Creative Conundrums has two new workshops starting in September: 
· 3D and Sculpting  starts on Thursday September 23 for six weeks, 7–9pm at 

the Gill Nethercott Centre. This course looks at the skills of the sculptor, the 
instinctive desire to make things and methods and techniques that help 
balance the experience. The course will include modelling clay into bas relief, 
carving and creating textures and moving on to pieces in the round. No 
previous clay experience is necessary. The cost is £70 to include materials. 
To book, contact Jude Price on 893114 or email 
jude@creativeconundrums.co.uk. 

· The Art of Expression  starts on Wednesday September 29, 7–9pm at 
Testbourne School (see Testbourne Community School page for details). 

 
Walking For Health in Whitchurch 
Free ‘Walking for Health’ walks take place every Wednesday morning, departing 
from the Gill Nethercott Centre at 10am. Every week, whatever the weather, there 
is a circular walk of around one hour, with refreshments available afterwards. 
There is also the option for a slightly longer and faster walk each week. 
Organisers report that many people are now feeling the benefit of regular exercise 
and enjoying walking around Whitchurch and the surrounding countryside. New 
walkers are always very welcome and should arrive at the Gill Nethercott Centre 
by 9.45am if attending for the first time. Go on your own or bring a friend. Dress 
for the weather and wear appropriate footwear. It´s free, it´s fun and it´s good for 
you! 

For more information contact Jane Wilding on 01256 845574 or email 
jane.wilding@basingstoke.gov.uk. 

 
Weather Report for July 

‘Hot July brings cooling showers …’; the old poem held true as our friends at 
Papermill Farm report that rain fell on 10 days that month and measured 41mm 
(1.61ins). This compares with 67mm (2.63ins) in 2009. Year-to-date we have had 
334mm (13.14ins), just below last year when it was 379mm (14.92ins). 
Temperatures hit the hot, heady heights of 29C (84F) on July 28, with a drop to 
the minimum for the month of just 8C (46F) on July 5. 
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED… 
 
Whitchurch Wildlife Wanderings 

Whitchurch resident Alex Cruickshank of the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust writes: 
Take a walk up Newbury Road on a warm 
September evening and you may hear the odd 
quiet ‘tsip’ emanating from the brambles by the 
side of the road. This is a male Dark Bush-cricket 
trying to attract a mate. If you take the time to 
investigate the source of the sound you will find a 
large, dark brown insect similar to a grasshopper 
but with long wavy antennae. 

A close relative is the Oak Bush-cricket. 
Smaller and pale green, this one lives in trees and 
shrubs but will often come into houses at this time 
of year, being attracted to the lights after nightfall. 

The Dark Bush-cricket ‘sings’ by rubbing its 
short wings together, while the Oak Bush-cricket 
makes an odd croaking noise by rapidly drumming 
one of its hind legs. If an animal makes a noise, 

then it also needs to be able to hear. Bush-crickets have their ‘ears’ on their front 
legs, just below their knees. (Photo: Dark Bush-cricket by Phil McClean.) 

 
Testbourne Teapot Baby and Toddler Group   
Testbourne Teapot Baby & Toddler Group would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the Whitchurch Festival, raising funds on the playgroup's behalf. 
They took part in the carnival procession for the first time, with the children 
dressed as characters from Alice in Wonderland. They also had a cake stall at the 
fete for which many members donated cakes. Around £120 was raised which will 
go towards equipment and toys, with an emphasis on making the playgroup more 
suitable for babies. 

The playgroup has been awarded a grant which will help make Testbourne 
Teapot a place where more mums will want to take their babies. It also has plans 
to provide numeracy and literacy courses for mums in the new year. 

Following the summer break, the playgroup re-opens in September and is held 
on Mondays 9.30–11.30am in Testbourne Community Suite. If you would like to 
find out more about the playgroup, call Caroline Barber on 896141.  
 
Sportsman’s Dinner  
Whitchurch United FC will be holding a ‘Sportsman’s Dinner’ on Saturday 
September 18 when the speaker will be former Premier League referee Dermot 
Gallagher. Tickets are £30 which includes a three-course meal and the evening 
also includes a comedian. Phone Paul on 07921 548222 for further information.  
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED… 
 
Shoe Box Appeal 2010  
Operation Christmas Child, organised by Samaritan’s Purse, is the world’s largest 
children’s Christmas project – devoted to spreading love, joy and smiles to 
children in parts of the world who really need them. In the U.K. alone last year 

over 1.2 million shoe boxes packed full of gifts and goodies 
were wrapped, packed and sent to disadvantaged children. The 
gifts are delivered to children in Africa, Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia. The charity works with local churches and 
charities overseas to ensure that the shoe boxes get delivered 
by hand to the children who most need them, regardless of their 
background or beliefs. Last year we were able to send around 
800 boxes, a figure a little lower than the previous year. The 

aim is to increase this as each year the charity does not have sufficient to meet all 
their needs.  

What to include in a shoebox comes under four headings: 
· Toys:  Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo, 

building blocks, small musical instrument. For boys trucks and 
cars, for girls dolls, clip on earrings etc.  

· Educational supplies:  Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil 
sharpener, eraser, colouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle 
book, chalk, pencil case, stickers etc. 

· Hygiene items:  Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair 
clips, bar of soap, flannel etc. 

· Other items:  Sweets (not  chocolate ) with sell by date of at 
least March 2011, gloves, scarf, hat, sunglasses, cap, bangles, 
necklaces, etc. 

· What should not be included: Food, medicine, war related 
items, clothing other than that listed above, fragile items (e.g.. glass or 
mirrors), liquids, sharp items, novels, anything political, hand-knitted stuffed 
toys without a CE mark. 

The boxes will be collected from the Methodist Church in Whitchurch on 
Sunday November 21, after a service of thanks at the church at 6pm that day. 

Please participate in this worthwhile task. Flyers – explaining more about the 
appeal and also containing the labels to attach to the boxes – are available from 
the Methodist Church, The Cottage next door on Thursday and Saturday 
mornings from 10am to 12noon, or from local organiser John Waterer (892868). 
More details are also available on the website www.samaritans-purse.org.uk. 
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED… 
 
Whitchurch United FC – Results and Fixtures  
Our local football club commenced the new season under the new management 
duo of Jim Macey and Jason Nash with a 6-0 victory over local rivals Andover 
New Street. Despite dominating their second game against Tadley Calleva they 
were defeated 1-0. The Reserves started at home to Totton where they lost 4-1 
but turned in a great display to take a 2-2 draw from Petersfield. 
  
Home fixtures for September: 
Tuesday 7th  Reserves v Hayling Utd 
Saturday 18th  Firsts v Amesbury 
Tuesday 21st  Reserves v Sholing 
Saturday 25th  Reserves v Christchurch 
Tuesday 28th  Reserves v Romsey  
 
Whitchurch are also back in the FA Vase for the first time in many years and 
travel to Newport (IOW) on Saturday September 4. 

  
Whitchurch GreenAware  
A green networking opportunity: you are invited to an evening of networking and 
socialising with other people in the local area who work in green businesses, 
campaign on environmental issues or simply have an interest in sustainability. It 
will be held at 8pm in the White Hart Hotel on Thursday September 23. 

Each attendee will have the opportunity to introduce themselves and say a few 
words about their area of interest or expertise. It is an ideal chance to meet 
people of like mind and share ideas for a more environmentally friendly future.  

Whatever your interest, you are invited to go along. If you wish to attend 
please make contact with the organisers, Beth Wright and John Buckley, 
beforehand so they can cater for the right numbers. Further details are available 
by emailing enquiries@whitchurchgreenaware.org.uk, calling 895604 or 892650, 
or by visiting the website www.WhitchurchGreenAware.org.uk. 

 
Cocktails and Canapes, Sinatra and Sting 
Don’t forget to get your tickets for the Cocktails and Canapes evening 
being held at the Parish Hall on Saturday September 25, 8.30–
11.30pm. Local group Four Fathers will be playing everything from 
Sinatra to Sting. Tickets are £10, which includes a drink on arrival and 
canapés; a cash bar will be open throughout the evening. Tickets are 
available from Sarah Monk on 895947 and John Dennett the Butcher. 
Charities that will benefit from the evening are Naomi House 
Children’s Hospice and the Mityana project, Whitchurch’s link diocese in Uganda. 
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED… 
 
Rambling On 
Whitchurch Rambling Club AGM will be at 8pm on Wednesday September 22 at 
the Town Hall. 

September is your last chance this year to join Whitchurch Rambling Club on 
their Wednesday evening walks. This month’s walks as follows (meet just before 
7pm in Bell Street car park): 

· September 1 – From: Bell St car park/Via: The Hangings/Bere Mill – 
5.5km (3.4 miles) 

· September 8 – From: Bell St car park/Via: The Lynch – 4.6km (2.9 miles)   
· September 15 – From: Beacon Hill/Via: Beacon Hill – 2.1km (1.3 miles) 

 
See the website www.whitchurchramblers.org.uk for details about the club. 

 
Ride and Stride 2010 
This year the popular 'Ride & Stride' event, run by the Hampshire & The Islands 
Historic Churches Trust (www.hampshirehistoricchurches.org.uk) takes place on 
Saturday September 11. Participants are invited to raise money by cycling, 
running, walking, riding on horseback or by motorised wheelchair to any number 
of churches and chapels on their chosen route in Hampshire and beyond. The 
proceeds are divided equally between the Trust and the place of worship of the 
participant’s choice; for the last two years All Hallows and St Mary's Tufton have 
benefited by £450 in this way. 

This is a great opportunity to combine the enjoyment of exploring the 
countryside, either in a group or individually, with the pleasure of visiting some 
lovely and interesting churches. Richard Mallinson has sponsorship forms and the 
list of 350 participating churches. If you would like to know more, please contact 
him on 893556 or email richard.mallinson@homecall.co.uk. 
  
Time to Book a Panto (Oh Yes It Is!) 
On Tuesday December 14 the Silver Threads are going to Reading to see the 
pantomime Sleeping Beauty. If you would like to join them the cost is £15 for the 
coach and £16 for the tickets. Please contact Brigitte Broad on 892577. 
 
Advertisement amendments 
· The telephone number to contact Gill regarding the Friday Whitchurch 

Country Market at the Gill Nethercott Centre is 895177. 
· The telephone number for Thomas Owen, Professional Arborist, has changed 

to 01264 738738. 
 

RECYCLE BIN COLLECTION DATES FOR WHITCHURCH  
Paper, card, plastic bottles, food and drinks cans 

Friday September 3 and Friday September 17 
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LITCHFIELD NEWS 

Musings for September 
Reading people’s faces is always interesting. After all the human face contains 
four of the five human senses; in addition it is a yardstick of our emotions. 
Watching a film or being at the theatre one soon appreciates how much is 
revealed by the actor’s face. The art of acting is based on this fact. Goodwill, 
admiration, love and sadness are written in what is revealed in our facial features. 

But if there is one who could read the hearts and minds of others revealed in 
their facial expressions it is Jesus.  In all his relationships with people he was able 
to show them their true characters, and moreover explain when necessary how 
there was indeed a better way of looking at things. How wise then to acknowledge 
this fact and adopt it in all our dealings with others. 

-- The Revd Hamilton Lloyd 
 
Harvest Time at Litchfield Farm 
At the time of writing, harvest is in full swing. The rain during the first part of 
August stopped play for a couple of days, but then we were off combining and the 
balers mopped up the last of the oat straw. As expected, the oats were the first 
crop we cut and with them and the oilseed rape safely in the barn we are 
combining the wheat and barley as fast as possible in the hope that ‘all is safely 
gathered in’ by Harvest Festival on October 3. This should be easily achievable 
but the weather is the great unknown variable and a heavy shower in conjunction 
with the shorter days, and morning dew, can mean the grain is too wet to combine 
for at least a day, and maybe even longer. 

As harvest has progressed, it has become very apparent what a wonderful 
breeding season most of the wild birds have had. There are flocks of them 
everywhere or – more precisely – there is a dissimulation of chaffinches on the 
spilt grain, a gulp of swallows sitting on the telephone wires, a descent of 
woodpeckers on the village green, a herd of wrens in the vicar’s garden, a 
parliament of rooks looking for leatherjackets on the stubble, a charm of 
goldfinches on the thistle heads, an exultation of larks on the Downs, a screech of 
gulls following Richard as he ploughs, a wake of buzzards soaring overhead, 
whilst a noisy scold of jays plays on the edge of the wood. Maybe we will find a 
psalter of bishops, a galaxy of governesses, along with an ambush of widows 
from the local Ornithological Club coming out to the farm to see this cornucopia of 
birdlife … 
 
Church Services at Litchfield in September  
September  5  Trinity 14 Holy Communion at 10am  
September 19  Trinity 16 Mattins at 10am 
 

� � � �
�
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

Baptisms at All Hallows: 
July 25   Erin May Rose Foley  
August 15  Harry Terry Martin Rudd 
 

We welcome them into God’s family 
 
Weddings at All Hallows: 
July 24   Keith David Alderman & Stephanie May Clacy 
July 31   Tita Martins & Fiona Eleri Rees 
August 7 Mark Daniel Sciberras & Catherine Ann McAloon 
August 14 Christopher Ian Green & Nicola Mary Turner 

 
We wish them all joy in their life together 

� � �  
�

WHITCHURCH OPENING HOURS AND PHONE NUMBERS 

Citizens 
Advice 

Town Hall 
ground flr Tuesdays 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Whitchurch 
Smiles Ltd 
893968 

Mondays to Fridays 9am – 1pm; 2 – 5pm 
Private patients only 

 
Dentists 

R South 
893517 

Mon, Wed, Fri 9am -12.30pm; 2.15 - 5pm 
Tuesdays/Thursdays 9am  – 12.30pm 

Doctors 0844  
477 2547 

Mondays-Fridays 8am – 6.30pm 

Library 0845 
6035631* 

Mondays & Fridays 10am - 5pm; 
Wednesdays 10am-7pm; Saturdays 9.30am – 1pm 

Neigh-
bourcare 

892791 
896922 

Helen Knight 
Sue Reynolds 

Mondays-Fridays 8am – 8pm 

Post Office 892108 Mondays to Fridays 9am – 5.30pm 
Saturdays 9am – 12.30pm 

Station 
Ticket Off. 

 Mondays - Fridays 5.50am – 11.15am 
Saturdays 5.50am - 10:25am 

Town Hall 892107 Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 9.30 – 11.30am 

* Calls handled by Hantsdirect 


