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Whitchurch in March
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Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

SUNDAY MARCH 7
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Tufton

All Hallows
Methodist
All Hallows
Wednesday

SUNDAY MARCH 14

14"

15th

17th

17th

All Hallows
All Hallows
Methodist

All Hallows
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Wednesday

9.30am-1.30pm Free National Bus Pass and

7.30pm

7.30pm
7.30pm (doors
open 7pm)
7.30pm
7.45pm

2.30pm
6pm-8pm

Travel Tokens, Gill Nethercott
Centre

Clock Making — Past and Present,
History Society, Gill Nethercott
Centre

Churches Together Lent Service,
All Hallows

Bright Star (PG), Parish Hall

‘XPECT’ Methodist Church, Suva
Catford

Wine-tasting evening, Women'’s
Institute, Gill Nethercott Centre
Storytime, Library

Carnival Disco and selection of
Carnival Princess and Attendants

LENT 3 STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

8.45am
10am
10.30am
6pm
7.30pm

Sung Communion

Parish Communion

Morning service: Dr Malcom Stone
Evening Prayer

Churches Together Lent Service,
Baptist Church

MOTHERING SUNDAY

8am
10am
10.30am

6pm
3.30pm

7.45pm

10am

7.30pm

Holy Communion

Parish Communion

Morning service:

Rev Peter Catford HC

Evening Prayer

Oscar Nemon talk at Hurstbourne
Priors Village Hall

The Sex Life of Plants, Hampshire
Organic Gardening Group,
Testbourne Community Suite

“A History of Punch & Judy”, St
Mary’s Hall, Overton

Churches Together Lent Service,
Methodist Church



WHITCHURCH IN MARCH (Continued) . . .
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IN EARLY APRIL:
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Thursday

Thursday

7.30pm

10-4pm

LENT 5
8.45am
10am
10.30am
6pm
1lam

1pm

7.30pm
7.30pm
8pm

8pm

7.30pm

Freefolk - presented by Forest ... 10
Forge Theatre, Gill Nethercott

Centre

Green Fair - exhibitors, talks ... 17

and demonstrations;
Children’s Activities - Sowing
Seeds for the Trashy Tree
Gill Nethercott Centre

Sung Communion

Parish Communion

Morning service: Malcom Spencer
Evening Prayer

Gentle cycle ride, meet at meadow .....17
gates

Trashy Tree Art Sculpture, ... 8
Millennium Meadow

Wildlife in our Garden, White Hart ..... 17

Churches Together Lent Service, ..... 16
St John Fisher (RC) Church
Tennis Club AGM, White Hart ... 21

Business Breakfast, Gill Nethercott..... 11
Centre

'Age of Stupid' (15) Testbourne ... 17
Theatre.
Off the Walls exhibition (Green  ...... 8

Energy Theme), Gill Nethercott

Centre

Lantern procession from the Town ..... 17
Hall, Earth Hour music, Quiz,

supper and Switch Off at GNC

PALM SUNDAY

8am
10am
10.30am
4pm
3pm

7.30pm

7.30pm

Holy Communion

Parish Communion

Morning Service: Helen Watson
Parish confirmation

‘Messy Church’ — Methodist
Church, Deacon Shirley
Macintosh

‘XPECT’ — Methodist Church
Rev Peter Catford HC
Eucharist of the Last Supper
All Hallows
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Sundays
Mondays —
Thursdays
Mondays —
Saturdays
Mondays

2nd & 4th

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

2nd and 4th
Fridays

Saturdays

WEEKLY PUBLIC EVENTS

9am
10.30am
8am

6pm
9.30-11.30am

2pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

7-10pm
8.35pm
2.30-4pm
7.30-10pm

9.30am
10am-12noon
10-11.30am
6pm

7.30pm
7.30pm

10-12pm
2.30pm
2.30pm
7.30pm
9.30am
10am

10am
7.30 — 10pm

10-12pm
9.30-11.30am

Roman Catholic Mass, St John Fisher
Morning service, Baptist Church
Morning prayer, All Hallows

Evening prayer, All Hallows

Testbourne Teapot drop-in morning with toys
& activities, Testbourne Centre

Silver Threads, Parish Hall

Bellringers’ practice, All Hallows bell tower
Town Council meetings: 1st Monday: Full
council; 2nd & 4th: Development; 3rd:
Leisure & Resources

Duplicate Bridge, Gill Nethercott Centre
Casual badminton, Testbourne (bookable)
Ladies Fellowship, Baptist Church

Youth group (ages 14-19) Youth Suite,
Testbourne Centre

Holy Communion, All Hallows

Coffee morning, Baptist Church hall

Toy Library, Methodist Hall (term time)
Casual badminton, Testbourne (bookable)
Choir practice, All Hallows

'Singing for Fun' rehearsals, Methodist
Church Hall

Coffee morning, Methodist Cottage

Tea and Tots, All Hallows Church Room
Ladies Fellowship, Methodist Church

Hi Tech Bingo, Parish Hall

Prayer time, Methodist Prayer Room
Whitchurch Country Market, Gill Nethercott
Community Centre

Market in the Parish Hall

‘Chill 2 This' youth group, Gill Nethercott
Community Centre

Coffee morning, Methodist Cottage
Casual badminton, Testbourne (bookable)



THE VICAR'S LETTER

A couple of years ago on the Antiques Road Show a man revealed his collection
of toy cars — Dinkys and Corgis | think — all in their original boxes and in mint
condition. The cars were duly valued and turned out to be worth a fair sum of
money and he looked pleased. It turned out that the cars had been given to him
over the years of his childhood and by looking after them well he had ensured a
small windfall in his later years.

| admit | felt a little sorry for him. Surely toy cars are for playing with and
not collecting. | had a miniature suitcase as a boy and it was full of battered
cars — most without their tyres or loose components but all cherished and
frequently, and roughly, played with. The gift of a toy car is only the
beginning, and it is in the play that follows that it achieves its purpose.

Well, if is not too tenuous a link, it seems to me that that relationship is
similar to the relationship of Christmas and Easter. We celebrate the gift of
the Christ-child at Christmas, but to take the story no further than that is to
leave the toy untouched in its box. It is in the unfolding of the story of
Christ’'s ministry, his suffering, his dying and his rising, that we learn the
fullness of God'’s love for us. For people of faith, that is a life changing
revelation.

This is the time of year when the church extends an invitation to all to enter
into the story of the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.

On Palm Sunday March 28 at the 10am Parish Communion we re-enact the
entry of Jesus to Jerusalem, cheered by the crowds who were shortly to condemn
him, and tell the gospel account of the Passion of Jesus.

On Maundy Thursday April 1 at 7.30pm, a Eucharist of the Last Supper is
held in the Church Room to remember Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, at
which he knelt to wash their feet. Afterwards we wait quietly in the darkened
church, recalling the time of prayer in the garden of Gethsemane before Jesus
was arrested.

On Good Friday April 2 at 10.30am there is a Family Service followed by a
walk, packed lunches in the church room, and the building of the Easter garden.
At 2pm the solemn Liturgy of the Day commemorates the crucifixion.

On Easter Day April 4 the church is dark and quiet at the start of the 10am
Liturgy of the Resurrection, until the great Paschal Candle is lit signifying that
Jesus is Risen and the congregation joins in joyful celebration of this great event.

The story is told also at St Mary Tufton and St James the Less Litchfield and in
the churches of our brothers and sisters in the Baptist, Methodist and Roman
Catholic churches. All these services will be advertised in this magazine and |
encourage all those who seek to know God'’s presence in their lives to join the
churches’ worship.

-- Kelvin Inglis



NEWS FROM WHITCHURCH C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL

The children have had a very busy and productive month. Teachers and children
have written reports so you can read about their learning.

Learning about the Titanic

The children in Key Stage 1 have been learning all about the Titanic. All the
children have really enjoyed their topic and they have been sharing their learning
with everyone they see. ,

As part of their topic the children had a visit from
the RNLI, who came to talk to them about water
safety and lifejackets. Some of the children tried
on a life jacket and saw what it was made from. Mr
Varker from Dolphins class tried to dress up in the
RNLI safety clothes. He only had 90 seconds to
get dressed and he couldn’t do it in time.

The Turtles class wanted to know if anyone was ever going to build another
Titanic, so they wrote a letter to Mr Peter Shanks who is the president of
Cunard Line. Cunard Line bought the company which owned Titanic. Mr Shanks
wrote a letter back to the Turtles class telling them all about the new, much bigger
and safer ships that Cunard have built. He hopes that some of the children will
grow up to be future Cunard Line captains.

Studying Germany

Lions class decided to study Germany for their topic. Our problem solving work
was the best way to show someone the geographical physical features of
Germany. My group did a 3D map and other groups did a PowerPoint, posters,
collages and paintings. My group thought that our model was good but we would
have changed the shape. The other thing we did was German food tasting. We
tasted German sausage, frankfurters, rye bread, wholemeal rye bread, Black
Forest ham, chocolate, apple strudel and Black Forest gateau. The German
sausage tasted delicious and the Black Forest gateau tasted divine. We enjoyed
studying Germany, there was so much to learn.

By Natalie Hawrylak and Peter Geddes
Investigating Poland

Poland is a very exciting country. Poland has two main
mountains called Carpathians and Sudetens. There are
also loads of rivers but one of them runs into the Baltic
Sea called the Vistula.

We also did some Polish food tasting we thought the
Cabonos sausage was very similar to pepperoni and we
thought the Saukraut was disgusting. It was cabbage in
vinegar.

Finally we designed a hat for Miss Peters to wear on her trip to Poland. She
thought they were great — warm, decorative and stylish.

By Tilly Harvey and Megan Preece




NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Helping Hand for Haiti
Te St b OLIFNE our pupils have been very generous in
Community Schoo| raising funds for the victims of the

! tragic Haiti earthquake. We started with an
Assembly and tutor group collection and pupils set out to fill the fingers of a metre
high “Hand for Haiti” — with one finger (or thumb) per year group. Pupils also
requested a Mufti-day — and to ensure all played their part, £1s were collected in
advance. The response has been tremendous and we expect to be sending
nearly £900 off to the Save the Children Fund Haiti Appeal.

A Wizard ‘Wizard”

Staff and pupils were proud to present The Wizard of Oz during the week
before half term. Audience reaction was really enthusiastic and full of praise for
what turned out to be a really lively, colourful and talented production. We were
pleased to welcome pupils from Whitchurch Primary and Icknield Special School
to our Wednesday Matinee performance, along with senior citizen members of the
Lunch Club. One member of the audience commented, “It was like a professional
show. The singing was lovely. The costumes were fantastic and their costume
changes so quick. It was amazing.”

Wizard at Maths too

We were really pleased with the results of the latest GCSE Maths modules sat by
our Year 10 pupils. There were some tremendous marks, with over 75% pupils
gaining an A*-C grade and 6 pupils scoring full marks. Looks like this year

group have the potential to do very well in 2011.

Sporting Success

A number of our teams have been doing really well in a variety of sports. Year
8 boys’ basketball team won the Andover District Cup. Year 8 girls’ football team
won a combined Year 8 & 9 local 7-a-side football tournament on the astroturf at
John Hanson School. The girls played some good football and amazingly won the
tournament without conceding any goals; an astonishing statistic as they were
competing mainly against girls in the school year above their own.

Year 7 boys had an excellent early start to their cricket at Testbourne with two
wins from two games in the County Inter Cricket competition. Inter Cricket is an
indoor version of the game invented to try and encourage players into the game
at grass roots level.

-- Hilary Jackson, Head Teacher

March Magazine Copy-Edited from Cameroon

This month’s Copy Editor, Jo Fisher, and family are living in Cameroon for three
years. They originally decided to live in Whitchurch after reading the magazine
on-line from Rwanda. They blog on: talesfromthefisherfolk.blogspot.com. They
will be hosting an alternative Earth Hour event at home in Yaoundé, and may be
organising some Lent or Easter Services. All Welcome.
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NEWS FROM THE MILLENNIUM MEADOW
Ancient Bridge

W" T Following the discovery of another ancient bridge, we hope
qi et a local contractor will soon install a new wooden bridge on
Whrchumh Millennium flgrfe-e;'lT'.sl the HCC FOOtpath'
Wildflowers

The Trustees have agreed to spending on waterside wildflowers to go
alongside the newly exposed 75 yard drain, so we look forward to having far more
butterflies and insects. At the time of writing we have not heard about the Lottery
Grant and we await news with regard to a massive grant for wildflowers. The
Town Council is ever supportive in respect of helping with basic maintenance and
adding their name to the list of supporters when we go out for grants. We will
plant waterside wildflowers, shrubs for butterflies and a goodly number of
Greengages. We have put up more anti-fouling notices and one asking people to
shut the gate. We have removed the moles from The Ogham Circle. We await
news of more grants.

Trashy Tree

On March 21 a Trashy Tree will help tell the story of sustainability so watch out
for posters during Green Aware Week and come along to see the outcome.

Ecoloo

An objection to our temporary loo has meant we have had to seek retrospective
planning permission and we are going for planning for a high quality ecoloo that
will be placed on the boundary between the Millennium Green and the allotments,
so those using the allotments can get a benefit. It is proving difficult to find a
sponsor for loos.

Planting Three Golden Alders
Three Golden Alders were planted as part of creating a seat and tree sculpture as
a memorial to Alison Wall, Anna Nason and Gill Nethercott — three Whitchurch
women who greatly assisted the Meadow in its formative years. The golden
alders three in number are of the same species but they stand individual in
nature. From a distance they are like many others but if we are fortunate enough
to see closer we see they are quite special.

-- Graham Burgess, Chairman Whitchurch Millennium Meadow Trust

WHITCHURCH NEWS FROM WHITCHURCH ARTS  4Fforum 10 furTHer

THE PROGRESSION OF ALL
~ CREATIVE ART FORMS IN THE

WHITCHURCH COMMUNITY
WWW. WHITCHURCHARTS.ORG.UK

Saturday March 27 is to see another exciting Off the Walls exhibition at the Gill
Nethercott Centre. Whitchurch Arts members will be displaying artwork with a
'green energy' theme. The exhibition is to coincide with Green Week and

Earth Hour. Please see Whitchurch Arts website and posters around Whitchurch
for the final details. --Jude Price



NEWS FROM THE WHITCHURCH LIBRARY

f Reading Group?
Get more ouf of Libraries Have you thought about starting a

Reading Group? In the library we have
information available to help you. The Starter Pack contains help on how many
members, where & when to meet, how long meetings should last, which books to
choose, how to lead a group and more. There is also a colourful poster template
to advertise for members. Please call in to the library and collect a pack and have
a chat to staff about free ordering of books for reading groups.

Self Help Books

We have just received a new collection of about 40 books on “self help”. The
tittes are part of the popular scheme of ‘Books on Prescription’ used by the local
doctors. Now we have the books on display in the library they can be borrowed
immediately on your Library Card for the usual 4 weeks. This is intended to
complement the existing scheme.

New Stock in Shop

There is new stock in the Shop. Items include yoyos, packs of card games,
small rubber balls, miniature kites and gift tins. The tins are non-toxic and food
safe, so ideal for making into gifts of home-made goodies. We also have the
popular magnifying sheets (approx A5 size) in stock again. The stand of greetings
cards has a varied selection - some of them hand made, some by local artists,
some with local views and others bought in commercially.

Whitchurch Green Aware Week
We are pleased to co-operate with the organisers of Green Aware Week and
have a display of books for adults and children on an environmental theme.
Storytime
The next Storytime in the library is 2.30pm on Friday March 5. This is for

pre-school age children with their carers. It is free and no booking needed, so
please bring the children along.

-- Wendy Sperry, Supervisor

Work to Start on New Hospital

HART Wildlife Rescue’s plans for a new hospital have taken a
major step forward with the signing of a 20 year lease on premises
in Medstead, near Alton. The new premises are on the Lower
Soldridge Farm Business Park. Construction will commence in
February, with the hospital hopefully opening in May.

“After all the dashed hopes over the past eight years, | can hardly believe that
the new hospital will finally be a reality,” said HART founder June Gibbs. HART
has been operating from June’s back garden since she set it up in 1996, but over
the years the demand has grown to outstrip these facilities so activities have had
to be curtailed. The news comes just eight months after plans to develop a site in
Overton had to be abandoned.
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NEWS FROM THE GILL NETHERCOTT CENTRE

Freefolk — presented by Forest Forge Theatre Thursd  ay March 18

Don't miss this opportunity to see the brilliant Forest Forge Theatre Company
presenting a comedy about living in a free country and never being able to do
what you really want to! A joyful and witty exploration of what it is to live in the
rural Britain of today.

Starts 7.30pm. Refreshments will be available. Tickets cost £7.50 for adults, £6
for children/senior citizens, and are available from Sarah at the Centre on
896270. Suitable for 12 years + .

TANGO comes to Whitchurch
Wednesdays at 7.30pm from April 14, Gill Nethercott Centre
Classes for Beginners to Advanced. Singles or Couples welcome.
For more information or to reserve your place phone 01420
479550 or email dance@tangosouth.com, www.tangosouth.com
Dance Yourself Silly! — Easter workshop for childre n
Children will learn a variety of styles of dancing including ballet,
tap, modern, jazz and musical theatre. At the end of the workshop
will be the opportunity to perform for friends and family. For
children between the ages of four and twelve; no experience
necessary. The workshop will be on Monday April 12, 9am-3pm, Tuesday April
13, 9am-3pm and Wednesday April 14, 9am-6pm and costs £60 for the three
days. For more information please contact Marina school of Dance on 07749
112626 or email ballet@marinadance.co.uk, www.marinadance.co.uk
Tap and Modern Dance Lessons - starting Thursday Ap  ril 22
Tap and modern dance are fantastic ways of either developing your current dance
skills or starting from scratch. Both enhance rhythm and co-ordination in ways no
other dance forms can.
Thursdays 3.45-4.45pm for children aged 4-7 years
Thursdays 4.45-5.45pm for children aged 7-12 years
Each class is £4. No experience necessary. To enrol, or for more information,
please contact marina school of dance on 07749 112626 or emalil
tapandmod@marinadance.co.uk . Any adults who are interested in dance classes
in Whitchurch please contact Marina Dance.

FREE national bus pass and travel tokens from Basin  gstoke and Deane
Available from 9.30am to 1.30pm on Monday March 1. To register please bring
birth certificate or passport and current utility bill or council tax statement. To
renew please bring renewal form and proof of housing or council tax benefit if
applicable. For more information call 844844 or visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/cfares
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NEWS FROM THE GILL NETHERCOTT CENTRE CONTINUED...

‘Fun Fitness’ classes — New class times
A mix of exercises targeting general fitness, fat loss and wellbeing in a fun
environment. Mondays and Fridays 1.30pm -2.30pm. Suitable for all levels of
fitness and ages call Charlotte for more information on 07876 717276.

Carnival Disco and selection of Carnival Princessa  nd Attendants
Whitchurch Festival Committee working with the Gill Nethercott Centre invite all
children to a FREE disco on Saturday March 6, 6pm — 8pm. During the disco the
Carnival Princess and her Attendants will be selected. Refreshments will be
available. For more information contact Cindy Dunlop on 893513

Energy Conservation Workshop — Business Breakfast
As part of Green Aware Week working with Basingstoke and Deane we are
delighted to offer a FREE workshop on Thursday March 25. This will be aimed at
local businesses, providing advice and practical suggestions on how to save
energy and conserve resources. Further information and invitations will be sent
out shortly.

Massage and Yoga for Babies

The next course starts Wednesday April 21. Register now as numbers are limited.
A six week course focusing on improving bonding, better sleep patterns, easing
discomfort, greater relaxation and focused attention. For more information contact
Gail Harbers on 323409 or pop into the Centre for a leaflet.

-- Sarah Castle, Community Centre Manager

NEWS FROM WHITCHURCH YOUTH PROJECT
The Youth Project reported at its recent AGM that:
retaining and encouraging volunteers was still an issue
a club for 14-19 year olds had been established

more activities with a wider range had been planned, but some had
been cancelled due to the lack of adult volunteers

The project has recruited a part-time youth worker, for which funding
has been secured for this and the next financial year.

A 24 Hour Stay-Awake at the Gill Nethercott Centre has been planned by the
Friday Club (10-14 year olds) to raise money for charity. Contact John Wiltshire
(leader) on 07769 900613 for more information.

The Youth Cafe (14-19 year olds), which runs on Fridays at the Parish Hall, is
looking for any spare electronic games or musical instruments you might have.
Please contact Helena Dolphin (part time youth worker) on 07717 665014.

If you are interested in volunteering to work with either club, please contact
John and Helena.

-- John Wiltshire
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NEWS FROM WHITCHURCH SILK MILL
Block Printing and Scagl iola

Come and see our new exhibition which will

provide an insight into block printing and

scagliola, two techniques used in the creation

of interiors. Scagliola is the process of creating

a faux marble and in fact uses raw silk to create
the effect. The exhibition will show the history, process and materials involved in
the production of an extraordinary art form which is not well known. The exhibition
runs until March 28 and is accessible during our normal opening hours -Tuesday
to Sunday 10.30-5pm.

Lace from Sri Lanka

If you visit our shop you will discover something new and exciting. We have
become the sole outlet in Britain for the work produced by the 'Power of Hands
Foundation' which was established by BAFTA and EMMY award winning costume
designer Andrea Galer. Having been to Sri Lanka with actress Geraldine James
to see the effects of the Tsunami in 2004, she set up a workshop in Galle Fort for
80 outworkers to use their lacemaking skills which had been passed down
through the generations. Lace pieces requiring hours of work: snowflakes; hearts
and bracelets are available in the shop. This month will see a display in the shop
of two gowns made by Andrea Galer for a production of 'Mansfield Park’, one of
which is made of our silk.

Unusual Activities for Children
Looking further ahead from April 6-8 and April 13-15 we are offering unusual

activities for children: marbling, silk painting, printing, tie dyeing and salt dyeing.
Please see our website for further details www,whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk. The
Friends are hoping to organise an Easter event for children. Please contact the
Mill for more details.

Volunteers Needed

We are still looking for more people to help with guiding groups around the Mill,
so if this is of interest please telephone the Mill on 01256 892065.

--Stephen Bryer, General Manager

April Car Boot Sale — Advance Bookings

North End & East Woodhay NSPCC and Friends of St Mary's Kingsclere are
holding a Country Car Boot Sale at White Hill, Kingsclere (1.8 miles south of
Kingsclere, on the B3051; by kind permission of Mr lan Balding) on Sunday April
11, 11am-2pm. Pre-booked boots only: cars £25, vans or trailers £40.

There will also be a home produce stall and refreshments. Entrance fee £2,
children under 12 free. For further information call 01635 253562 or e-mail:
countrybootsale @googlemail.com
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NEWS FROM KINGFISHER DAY CENTRE
Farewell
Kingfisher Day Centre is saying farewell and thank you to Dick
Hudson, who has been a valuable and committed volunteer and
bus escort for 16 years and a Trustee. The staff and clients wish
him well in his well deserved retirement.
Seeking volunteers and paid staff
Kingfisher is urgently seeking bus escorts for Monday and
Wednesday afternoons. It takes approx 1 -2 hours to assist drivers to collect
clients from the Centre and return them to their own homes in St Mary Bourne,
Whitchurch, Overton and surrounding villages. Training will be given. There is
also a vacancy for a paid Care Assistant to work on Fridays 9.30am to 3.30pm.
The centre needs someone with some flexibility to cover other staff holidays.
Collecting materials to celebrate the Olympic Games
The Centre has signed up for Basingstoke and Dean Borough Council’s
Olympic “Five Gold Rings” initiative. They have several ideas in mind to celebrate
the 2012 Olympic Games here in Britain. The new ideas will develop alongside
the current projects in hand, so they are continually looking for wool, off cuts of
material, unwanted dried/silk flowers, old CD’s and any unwanted art materials,
paint etc. Now we are especially looking for broaches, necklaces, bracelets in
any condition, unwanted foreign coins and used stam ps(foreign and
British).  Staff from the centre are very happy to come and collect from anyone
who is able to help out with any of the above items.
Christmas and Snow
Christmas at the centre was busy, including two Turkey lunches and several
afternoon tea parties. The snow, unfortunately, curtailed activities several times in
January when the Centre had to be closed. The staff would like to thank very
sincerely all those wonderful members of the public who assisted our drivers and
escorts to wheelchair a number of our clients, through deep snow, to their homes.
Feeding the Birds and Planting
On Monday and Thursday afternoons clients have been very lucky to have
been given some gardening and related sessions from “Thrive”. They have been
really busy making “fat balls” and “pine balls” for the wild birds; they have been
planting herbs, sweet pea seeds and learning how to plan gardening tasks
throughout the year.

Visitors Welcome to join the fun

Visitors are welcome to join in with ‘Singing for the Brain’ a ‘really fun hour’ ,
which takes place most Wednesday afternoons, 1.30pm to 2.30pm. Visitors are
also welcome at other times. Opening hours are Mon, Wed, Thurs or Friday
between 9am and 3.30pm. For more information please visit the website.
www.kingfisherdaycentre.org.uk

Anyone who is interested in helping in any way please phone 893333, e-mail
kingfisherdaycentre@btinternet.com or call in.

--Julia Cobb, Day centre manager
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR WHITCHURCH

Below are planning application registrations and decisions taken between
January 16 and February 12. Unless otherwise stated, locations are in the parish
of Whitchurch, applications are for full planning permission and the date shown is
the registration date.

Registrations:

BDB/71988. 11/02/2010. 38 Winchester Road: Erection of single storey flat
roofed rear extension and link to existing outbuilding. Installation of replacement
windows to front and rear elevations

BDB/71925. 02/02/2010. 17 Lynch Hill Park: T1 & T2 - Lime - crown liftto 5
mtrs and crown thin by 30%

BDB/71866. 26/01/2010. The Railway Inn, Station Road: Demolition of public
house

BDB/71583. 25/01/2010. The Meadow Millennium Green, Winchester Road:
Erection and installation of ecological toilet

BDB/71582. 25/01/2010. The Meadow Millennium Green, Winchester Road:
Erection of a temporary chemical toilet (retrospective)

BDB/71569. 20/01/2010. Workshop, The Old Watercress Beds, The Green:
Erection of a two bedroom cottage and detached single garage following
demolition of existing workshops/stores

Decisions:

BDB/71604. 17/12/2009. The Redhouse Inn, 21 London Street: Exterior
decoration to listed building. Granted

BDB/71628. 14/12/2009. 30 Church Street: Various internal alterations.
Withdrawn by Applicant

BDB/71576. 13/11/2009. Twiggys Farm, Priory Lane, Freefolk: Siting of mobile
home as temporary agricultural workers dwelling (Retrospective). Refused
BDB/71448. 04/11/2009. 35 Test Road: Erection of new rear conservatory and
shed (part retrospective). Granted

BDB/70979. 23/07/2009. Larksborough Cottage, Kingsclere Road: Erection of
four bedroom house and double garage following the demolition of existing
dwelling. Granted

Appeal decision:

BDB/71261. 11/09/2009. 45 The Knowlings: Erection of a first floor rear
extension. Dismissed

Source: www.basingstoke.gov.uk
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Around the
Parish

JEANNE TITCHINER
Rest in peace

Families are welcome and encouraged to provide brief biographical details of
those with local connections who have died.

We extend our sympathy to the families and friends of:

David Clarke who died on January 9 aged 89. David lived nearly all his life in a
terraced house in Oakland Road. He was a familiar sight in and around
Whitchurch, as often as not with his bicycle, bearded, and in recent years not a
little dishevelled (as he admitted). David served in the Normandy landings and
throughout the campaigns that followed, mostly playing football he later
claimed. He trained as a plasterer and worked for local firms until retirement.
He lived simply, maintained his privacy and was content with his lot. His
next-of-kin Rod is grateful to those who were kind to David as he grew older.

Dorothy Lovegrove who died on January 19 aged 90. Dorothy’s roots lay in the
north west but at ten years of age, Dorothy’s family moved down to Whitchurch to
live at The Weir. In 1940 she married Osmond Derbyshire at All Hallows and
combined a career in teaching with bringing up the children Peter and Rachel.
Dorothy was widowed at the age of 55 but later met and married Eric Lovegrove,
settling in Overton. She was remembered at her funeral as a generous and
courageous lady and a good cook. Most important to her was her family whom
she loved dearly; her children, and her grandsons Chris, David and Richard.

Laurie Nailor who died on January 18 aged 83. Laurie spent her early years in
Swindon and worked as a secretary and a volunteer with the RAF. She used to
recall that she took up smoking on the advice of her doctor. Laurie married John
Nailor, a railwayman, after the War and there are two sons Colin and Paul. She
was a kind mother always there for her children and in due course took much joy
from the generations of grandchildren and great grandchildren that have followed.
The family moved often when John became a gardener, eventually settling in
Berehill some forty years ago. Her last years were spent at Seeviours Court
where she devoted herself to the bingo and was a regular communicant at the
monthly service.

Can you Cook?

We are looking for bakers for our regular Friday morning Country Market in the
Gill Nethercott Centre. If you can make cakes or savouries or both, we would love
to hear from you. Contact Liz 770312 for details.

15




AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED...

Churches Together in Whitchurch — Lent services

All are welcome to attend joint worship in local churches on Wednesday evenings
during Lent at 7.30pm:

March 3 at All Hallows

March 10 at the Baptist Church

March 17 at the Methodist Church
March 24 at St John Fisher (RC) Church

Whitchurch Festival Queen

Whitchurch Festival Committee is delighted to announce the name of the new
Festival Queen, Joanna Ashton, and attendant, Lauren Flitter, for 2010. The
selection event was hosted by "Chill to This" Youth Club at the Gill Nethercott
Centre on Friday evening where a panel of five judges, including the

Mayor, Vince Bradbury, had the very difficult task of choosing between ten
outstanding entrants.

The Queen, Princess and their attendants will be present at a host of
forthcoming events, including the May Day celebration and crowning at the
Millennium Meadow on May 1, and the Festival procession on July 17.

On Saturday, March 6, The Festival Committee is holding a selection disco to
find this year's Princess and two attendants. Local girls and boys of all ages

are invited to join in the fun at the Gill Nethercott Centre from 6pm

until 8pm. Refreshments will be provided and entry forms will be available at the
event or can be downloaded from www.whitchurchfestival.org.uk. For more
information telephone: 893513 or 892483.

‘The Art of Expression’ Workshops
Jude Price, facilitator of ‘The Art of Expression’ workshops thanks all the people
who have attended the workshops so far. Here are a few of the testimonials:

'| approached the Creative Workshop with some trepidation full of memories
of school day art projects gone wrong and disappointing half finished
drawings started and quickly abandoned! But through Jude's gentle support
and direction | discovered a love of watercolours and pastels and a
fascination with recreating the shapes of human form. In the group | found
friendship and the space to explore ideas, with many interesting discussions
with the group on a whole range of topics. | would wholly recommend this
workshop to everyone and anyone...take time for yourself to explore your
creative side'.

‘| really enjoyed trying new materials, playing around with charcoal and
advice on ways to use watercolours. | enjoyed the support and camaraderie
from other students and the tutor’

More workshops are planned for later in the year. See the new website for
more details, www.creativeconundrums.co.uk or contact Jude at
jude@creativeconundrums.co.uk or 893114

16



AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED...

Whitchurch Green Fair and Green Aware Week March 20 -27

‘Support for the first Whitchurch Green Fair and Green Aware Week has been far
beyond all expectations, and a fun-filled and educational week is assured’, say
organisers Beth Wright and John Buckley.

The opening Green Fair in the Gill Nethercott Centre on Saturday March 20,
has attracted a wide range of exhibitors, demonstrating everything from electric
vehicles and solar panels to jewellery from recycled materials and household eco-
products as well as talks and children’s activities.

The following week's programme sees creation of a sculpture, a cycle ride, a
talk on wildlife, a photo competition and a top film evening when the renowned
'Age of Stupid’ is screened at Testbourne Theatre starring Pete Postlethwaite.

Green Aware Photo Competition
Whitchurch Arts is proud to support the photo competition being held during the
Green Aware week, March 20-27. There are two themes: 'Green' and 'Energy'.
Entry is just £1 (children free). Prizes for adults and children will be awarded at
the Whitchurch Arts Earth Hour event. Full rules and entry details at
http://WhitchurchGreenAware.org.uk
Whitchurch Arts Invites You to Celebrate Earth Hour

Light up the town...with darkness! Whitchurch is joining the world in turning off
its lights at 8:30pm on Saturday 27th March to raise awareness about the human
impact on the environment. Join us at the Town Hall forecourt at 7:30pm for a
lantern-lit procession to the Gill Nethercott Centre, where Whitchurch Arts will
host a candle-lit supper made from local produce, songs and quiz. Lights will be
turned out at the Centre at 8:30pm by the Carnival Queen. A fun-filled evening!
Tickets are £6 (including supper and quiz). Book ahead on 892837.

The Green Aware Week Programme to date:
Saturday March 20 | 10-4pm | Green Fair - exhibitors, talks
and demonstrations at GNC
Children’s Activities - Sowing Seeds for the
Trashy Tree at GNC
Sunday March 21 1lam Gentle cycle ride. Meet at meadow gates.
lpm Trashy Tree Art Sculpture on the Meadow
Monday March 22 7.30pm | Wildlife in our Garden. Illustrated
talk at the White Hart
Thursday March 25 | 8pm '‘Age of Stupid' (15) Testbourne Theatre.
Call 895604 for tickets £4 & £2
Saturday March 27 | 7.30pm | Lantern procession from the Town Hall
8pm Earth Hour music, Quiz,
supper and Switch Off at GNC

The organisers wish to thank all who have shown support, in particular SEEDA
and members of the Town Council. For full details of all events call 895604 or
892650, or visit: www.WhitchurchGreenAware.org.uk and

www.W hitchurchEarthHour.org.uk
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED...

Overton and District U3A

The next meeting will be on Wednesday March 17 at 10am in St Mary's Hall,
Overton. The talk will be “A History of Punch & Judy” given by Alix Booth. For
information please contact Jan Baker on jan.baker2007 @btinternet.com, 773371
or visit: www.overtonu3a.org.uk

Whitchurch Women's Institute.

As many of you are aware this is a new women’s group in the town. It was only
formed at the end of last year, it currently has 29 members. What is the Women'’s
Institute? The WI offers all kinds of opportunities to all kinds of women. ‘We can
help you to expand your horizons and make new friends, take up new interests,
learn new crafts and develop new skills, it's not all 'Jam and Jerusalem’, time has
moved on, come and find out for yourself’, say the organisers. New members are
always welcome.

The March meeting will be a wine-tasting evening on Thursday March 4 at the
Gill Nethercott Centre at 7:45pm. Richard Mallinson, local wine merchant, will
guide the group through different grape varieties, styles and wine producing
countries.

The W1 will be holding a jumble sale in May, so the organisers request that you
keep any unwanted jumble from your spring cleans.

March Parish Hall Film Show

Following the Gala opening sell out, the March film at the Parish Hall will be Bright
Star. Door open at 7pm on 4 March, tickets are £5 from John Dennett,
Gladstones Handbags or on the door. The film starts at 7.30pm and there will be
a bar.

The secret love affair begins in 1818 between 23-year-old poet, John Keats
(Ben Whishaw, Brideshead Revisited), and the girl next door, Fanny Brawne
(Abbie Cornish, A Good Year, Elizabeth: the Golden Age), an outspoken student
of fashion. This unlikely pair started at odds; he thinking her a stylish minx, she
unimpressed by literature in general. It was the illness of Keats's younger brother
that drew them together. Keats was touched by Fanny's efforts to help and
agreed to teach her poetry. By the time Fanny's alarmed mother and Keats's best
friend Brown realised their attachment, the relationship had an unstoppable
momentum. Intensely and helplessly absorbed in each other, the young lovers
were swept into powerful new sensations: "I have the feeling as if | were
dissolving" Keats wrote to her. Together they rode a wave of romantic obsession
that deepened as their troubles mounted. Only Keats's illness proved
insurmountable. Directed by Jane Campion (The Piano). See the trailer at
www.brightstarthemovie.co.uk

Clock Making - Past and Present

At 7.30pm on Tuesday March 2 David Poole will be giving a talk on clock making
to the Whitchurch History Society in the Gill Nethercott Centre. Admission is free
for members and £2 for visitors, who are most welcome. More information is
available from Hector on 893110
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED...

The Marriage Course Coming to Whitchurch May/June 2010

‘Regular checkups help a car run smoothly and reduce the risk of

breakdown. Sports professionals spend hours being coached and perfecting their
techniques. The greatest achievements in life take practice, training and
dedication. It's the same with marriage. A strong, loving and lifelong relationship
doesn’t happen by chance. It takes effort and dedication to keep the fun and
romance alive. We can all learn how to make even the happiest marriage better.’
explain Dan and Vicki Gleed who will host the Marriage Course, supported by All
Hallows Church.

The Marriage Course has been running since 1996 and there are thousands of
courses now running around the world. The course is for any couple, whether
they have been together for one or sixty-one years and whether they feel they
have a strong relationship or are struggling. Whilst it is based on Christian
principles, it is designed for couples with or without a Christian faith. The seven
sessions aim to help participants:

- Understand each others’ needs
Communicate more effectively
Grow closer through resolving conflict
Heal the ways they have hurt each other
Recognise how their upbringing affects their relationship
Improve relationships with parents and in-laws
Develop greater sexual intimacy
Discover each other’s love language and much more

People who have formerly attended the course have said that it feels like a
romantic date. Participants are served with a candlelit dessert, glass of wine and
coffee or tea at tables for two. There are practical DVD talks and time for couples
to talk on their own using given topics. Music is played so that conversations
aren’'t overheard and there is absolutely NO group work.

The timing & dates are: 7.30-9.45pm on seven Monday evenings, from May 10
to June 28 (excluding bank holiday May 31). The venue will depend upon
numbers. The cost per couple will depend upon venue and is expected to be
between £60.00 and £75.00 for the seven evenings. Call 893776 to
book. Numbers are limited.

Silver Threads go to Westfields Shopping Centre

On Monday April 28 Silver Threads are having an outing to Westfields Shopping
Centre in Shepherds Bush, the largest in-town shopping centre in Europe. This
will be combined with a tour around the BBC Television Centre. The cost of the
shopping only is £15 for members and £17 for non-members. The cost of the tour
of the Television Centre is an extra £8.50. If you are interested, phone Brigitte
Broad on 892577 by March 22.
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED...

Deanery — Mityana Link
Mityana Link organisers thank churches, individuals and businesses, who have
helped in so many ways; gifts, sponsorship and donations. All donations, if
luggage allows, go straight to the people, schools and hospital.

This year the following items are being collected:

Reading glasses — not prescription ones

Footballs and pumps

Crochet/knitted blankets and matinee jackets for babies
Small transistor radios (battery operated)

Cameras (no longer used)

Mobile phones

Small teddy bears/soft toys for new born babies

Ties for men

Ladies’ scarves

Bibles (modern versions please)

Jewellery

Carpentry tools — saws, screw-drivers, hammers, jigsaws, electric saws
Bars of soap (eg Imperial leather — 4 in a pack)

Nail varnish

Wind up radios or torches

If you are unsure whether something is suitable ring Dodie on 01264 738211.

Riding for the Disabled Seek Horsey Volunteers

Have you got a couple of hours to spare? Andover Riding for the Disabled is
looking for volunteer helpers for Ibthorpe and Abbotts Ann. Experience with
horses and the ability to run at a trot (often the highlight of the lesson)

would be a real help. Should you have a suitable horse or pony to bring along
once a week, please do let us know.

Andover Riding for the Disabled is the largest RDA group in the South of
England. Over 80 riders have lessons, fun days, picnics & many other
activities throughout the year. The aim is to give to riders, whose ages
range from 4 to 74, a sense of fun, therapy, independence, enjoyment and
achievement. Teaching venues range from Ibthorpe, Binley, Hare Warren
Abbotts Ann to Romsey.

Daffodil Sunday for Riding for the Disabled
The very popular DAFFODIL SUNDAY at Binley, St Mary Bourne, is one of the
most important fundraising days for Riding for the Disabled. It takes place in two
glorious gardens, with woodland walks on Sunday April 11 2-5pm. There will be
home made teas, plants, bric-a-brac and raffle. Entrance £2. Well behaved dogs
on leads welcome (50p).

To find out more, contact Elizabeth Maclay 01264 738229 or Mercedes
Leonard 01264 735246.

20



AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED...
News from Whitchurch Tennis Club

The summer season is not that far off and Whitchurch
Tennis Club will soon be back in action down at
Testbourne Community Centre.

The club looks forward to welcoming some new
members this year. Courts are shared with Testbourne
Community School and club nights are Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 6pm till dusk. (Junior members have priority from 6-7pm.)
Members are free to use the courts at other times out of school hours and at
weekends, unless league matches or junior coaching are taking place.

Carol Rogers, the LTA registered resident coach, runs excellent courses for
both juniors and adults throughout the year. Her contact details are:
carolrogerstennis@hotmail.co.uk or phone 07939 264999.

The club holds three tournaments for adults each year, in May, July and
September, and U13 and U16 singles and doubles junior tournaments. There are
also several social events such as bi-annual progressive dinners and an annual,
more formal dinner.

Wimbledon Tickets

As a member of the LTA the club is allocated Wimbledon tickets each year.
Names of all fully paid up members are put into a draw and the first members
drawn are offered the chance of purchasing a pair of tickets.

AGM
All members and prospective new members are very welcome to attend the
AGM, which will be held on Wednesday March 24, at 8pm in The White Hart.
For details of membership and any other information about the club, please
contact the Chair, Nigel Russell, on 892897 (or nigel@thewold.co.uk) or the
Secretary, Wendy Helsby, on 892036 (or wendy@helsby.com).

The Life and Work of Oscar Nemon

On Sunday March 14 at 3.30pm Lady Young will be giving a talk about her father,
the sculptor Oscar Nemon. Nemon's statue of Sir Winston Churchill stands in the
Members lobby of the House of Commons. This event will take place in
Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall and will raise funds for Valley Music, a community
music festival planned for June 2011. Tickets costing £12 each, including two free
raffle tickets plus tea and cakes, are available from St Mary Bourne Village Shop,
or call Katie Dixon on 01264 738218. The raffle prizes include a miniature
reproduction of Nemon's bust of Churchill entitled 'Sprit of the Blitz'.

Post Box Quiz
Do you know how many post boxes there are in Whitchurch (between/within the
town signs) plus Tufton and Litchfield? Answer on page 24 (last page).
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AROUND THE PARISH CONTINUED...

The Sex Life of Plants

On Monday March 15 at 7.45pm, Hampshire Organic Gardening Group will be
hosting a talk by local expert David Beeson of Andover Down at Testbourne
Community Suite. All are welcome. More information is available from 890160
Website: www.hampshire-organic-gardening.org

Enquiries 892019 or www.andovercats.org.uk
Stories of rescued cats cats.first@virgh
Fund-raising/volunteers cats.first@virgat.n
Items for resale 892773

Cats Protection will be in the Whitchurch Charity Shop
until March 4 and later in the month providing home made teas for an Open
Garden at Bere Mill. This is a beautiful garden bordering the River Test and well
worth a visit.

Cats Protection is a national organisation which is heavily reliant on volunteers.
Volunteer fosterers work to strict cat care standards and all cats coming into care
are neutered, if necessary, micro-chipped and fully vaccinated before being
offered for re-homing. In the Andover area there are ten dedicated fosterers who,
between them, have seventeen pens in which to house stray and unwanted cats.
New owners are asked to give a voluntary donation to help with costs.

FELIX came into care with his mum SHEBA and older
sister PEPSI when their owners were obliged to move house.
He is 9 years old and very shy and probably had severe ear
problems when he was young. He needs a new home with a
feline companion, either his mother Sheba or a friendly
resident cat. Cats Protection is willing to help with any future
veterinary bills.

‘Ancient Stories, Uses and Lore of Native Trees’ Eve  ning

On Thursday March 25 at 7.30pm, Jonathon Huet will be giving a talk in
Kingsclere Village Club (on the main street near The George and Horn).
Organisers explain: ‘Jonathon is an accredited bushcraft instructor and
professional storyteller and brings alive his subject in a passionate, unique

and refreshing style. The evening will take you on a journey into the

historical, cultural and practical uses of trees. We will be exploring a

selection of trees through story, poetry and practical uses. Our woodlands
contain the raw materials to make rope, medicines and many other wood
products. How much we depend on our woodlands for our day-to-day lives, both
now and in the past, is astonishing.’

Admission £3 per adult or £6 per family, including interval refreshments. Parking
available in adjacent streets or opposite the hall. This event is organised by the
Northwest Area Hampshire Wildlife Trust. For further details please contact
Richard Ryder on 01264 363228.
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LITCHFIELD NEWS

Most of us become conscious from time to time of the extent to which we are at
the mercy of our surroundings. There are so many demands on our attention and
we begin to give in and yield to their pressure. In our capitulation we are in
danger of becoming restless and each day we are overcome by all the things that
simply must be done.

Well, is not this season of Lent a wonderful opportunity of seeing things in
proportion. What we all want is a proper understanding of human life. This
reality belongs to God, and if we are wise we can use Lent to take a deep look
at ourselves and discover, perhaps for the first time, that the one thing needful in
our busy life is the soul's (ones real self) relation to God.

-- The Revd Hamilton Lloyd

Snow Benefited Crops

The snow has gone and the wheat and oilseed rape have already had a first dose
of nitrogen. The snow was actually a benefit to all the crops as it kept them
protected from the freezing wind and frost.

The wind has been in the East and has dried out the ploughed ground, so we
should be well into drilling the spring barley by the beginning of March. It will be
sun that's needed then, to get the grass away for the South Devon calves that will
be born early in the month.

By the equinox, on the March 22, all the heralds of Spring should be with us.
Daffodils, the blackthorn in flower, lambs in the fields and someone will surely
have heard a chiff chaff; the first of all the warblers that come for the summer.
Certainly the gardens will be full of birdsong - the wrens, robins and great tits are
all singing now and the blackbirds will get going by the middle of the month.
Although they are late choristers, they are early to marry and a March nest is
often found.

Church Services This Month in Litchfield

7th March Lent 3, Holy Communion at 10am
14th March Mothering Sunday 10am
28th March Palm Sunday, Holy Communion at 10am

January’'s Weather report

The weather recorders at Papermill Farm recorded rain on 21 days during
January, a total of 60mm (2.36in). The rainfall for the same month the previous
year was 98mm (3.86in). The highest temperature of 12C was recorded on
January 21 and 22. The lowest temperature of -9C was recorded on January 4
and 6. There was a minus overnight temp recorded on 15 days.
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funerals:

January 25 at All Hallows
February 1 at All Hallows
February 3 at All Hallows

David James George Clarke of Oaklands Road
Dorothy May Lovegrove of Overton
Laurie May Nailor late of Seeviours Court

May they rest in peace

WHITCHURCH OPENING HOURS AND PHONE NUMBERS
ggﬁggs ;—roovx?]gﬁr” Tuesdays 9.30am — 12.30pm
Whitchurch :
Dentists | Smiles Ltd I\P/I(_)ndtays ttq F?dayls 9am — 1pm; 2 — 5pm
893968 rivate patients only
R South Mon, Wed, Fri 9am -12.30pm; 2.15 - 5pm
893517 Tuesdays/Thursdays 9am —12.30pm
Doctors 0844 Mondays-Fridays 8am — 6.30pm
477 2547 '
Library 0845 Mondays & Fridays 10am - 5pm;
6035631* Wednesdays 10am-7pm; Saturdays 9.30am — 1pm
Neigh- 892791 Helen Knight .
bou?care 896922 Sue Reynglds Mondays-Fridays 8am — 8pm
Post Office 892108 Mondays to Fridays 9am — 5.30pm
Saturdays 9am — 12.30pm
Station Mondays - Fridays 5.35am — 12.20pm
Ticket Off. Saturdays 06.00am - 10:25am
Town Hall | 892107 Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 9.30 — 11.30am

* Calls handled by Hantsdirect

RECYCLE BIN COLLECTION DATES FOR WHITCHURCH

Paper, card, plastic bottles, food and drinks cans
Friday 5 March and Friday 19 March

Answer to Post Box Quiz: 13 Post Boxes
Tufton: in the wall by the church
Litchfield: in wall of Club room - old post office

Whitchurch: Wells in the field (on post in hedge); 78 London Street; Church Street
(by old post office); Station; corner of Newbury Hill and Dances Lane; Post Office
outside Tesco; Winchester Road: on post near corner shop; Micheldever Road on
the corner of Queens Road; Lower Evingar Road; Bloswood Lane; Ardglen Road.
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